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Literary Criticism 
Practice Test Six
Part One – Knowledge of Literary History and Critical Terms

1.
Tartuffe is often referred to as a comedy of …

a.
morals

b.
reality

c.
irony

d.
abstraction

e.
errors
2.
The 1990 Pulitzer Prize winning work The Piano Lesson was written by …

a.
Neil Simon

b.
Beth Henley

c.
August Wilson

d.
Horton Foote

e.
Paula Vogel 

3.
The Early Victorian Age occurred during the …

a.
1500s

b.
1600s

c.
1700s

d.
1800s

e.
1900s

4.
Henry Taylor wrote _____, the 1986 winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry.

a.
The Flying Change
b.
Near Changes
c.
Blizzard of One
d.
Partial Accounts: New and Selected Poems
e.
The World Doesn’t End
5.
A verse expressing grief or tribulation is …

a.
epistle

b.
ancilla

c.
plaint

d.
strophe

e.
burietta

6.
An edition claiming to have final or permanent authority is often referred to as the _____ edition.

a.
extraordinary

b.
definitive

c.
original

d.
pre-edited

e.
reactive

7.
Deism is a term commonly associated with …

a.
God

b.
creativity

c.
poetry

d.
government

e.
education

8.
All of the following were awarded Pulitzer Prizes for fiction during the 1980s EXCEPT.

a.
Norman Mailer

b.
John Updike

c.
Larry McMurtry

d.
Toni Morrison

e.
Saul Bellow
9.
Term meaning accurate to the letter.

a.
empathy

b.
literal

c.
whimsical

d.
academic

e.
folly

10.
The effect resulting from the unsuccessful effort to achieve dignity or sublimity of style is known as …

a.
sapphic

b.
mode

c.
emphasis

d.
bathos

e.
rhopalic

11.
Literary expression characterized by wild, excited, passionate language is referred to as …

a.
dithyramb

b.
nostos

c.
dialectic

d.
chantey

e.
dirge

12.
The Norman conquest was a victory in …

a.
France

b.
Spain

c.
Russia

d.
Italy

e.
England

13.
The first Pulitzer Prize for Drama was awarded in

a.
1903

b.
1910

c.
1918

d.
1929

e.
1936

14.
The phrase beat generation describes a group of American poets and novelists who initially appeared in 

_____ and wrote in romantic rebellion against what they conceived of as the American culture.

a.
1930s

b.
1940s

c.
1950s

d.
1960s

e.
1970s


15.
Writing whose clear intention is to amuse and beguile by offering readers a strong world, exciting adventures, or puzzling mysteries is known as _____ literature.

a.
alternative

b.
escape

c.
dreamscape

d.
classic

e.
non-traditional

16.
The Beast Epic was common to which period?

a.
romantic

b.
Victorian 

c.
neo-classical

d.
impressionist

e.
medieval

17.
Which of the following Nobel Prize winners for literature was an American?

a.
Nadine Gordimer

b.
Derek Walcott

c.
Seamus Heaney

d.
Toni Morrision

e.
Dario Fo

18.
Hagiography is writing about …

a.
royalty

b.
teachers

c.
saints

d.
artists

e.
mythical characters

19.
Deep focus is a method widely used in realistic …

a.
painting

b.
filmmaking

c.
poetic writing

d.
biography

e.
historical commentary

20.
The Battle of the Books was a quarrel between adherents of classical and modern writing that began in the late _____ century.

a.
14th
b.
15th
c.
16th
d.
17th
e.
18th
21.
The term eclogue in Greek meant …

a.
artistic


b.
complete

c.
energetic

d.
basic

e.
selection

22.
Patrick White, the 1973 winner of the Nobel Prize for literature was from …

a.
Australia

b.
Britain

c.
Ireland

d. 
the United States

e.
the Netherlands
23.
Comedy in which the major interest is in complications resulting from scheming of one or more characters.

a.
subtle

b.
deviant motive

c.
intrigue

d.
mystery laden

e.
absolute manner

24.
The American literary period of Conformity and Criticism began in …

a.
1770

b.
1820

c.
1880

d.
1930

e.
1990

25.
The doctrine of divine inspiration was originally advocated by …

a.
Plato

b.
Cicero

c.
Shakespeare

d.
Emerson

e.
Byron

26.
Who wrote the 1976 Pulitzer Fiction Prize winning work Humboldt’s Gift?

a.
Norman Mailer

b.
Saul Bellow

c.
John Updike

d.
Alison Lurie

e.
Peter Taylor
27.
The term cinquain refers to a _____ five-line stanza

a.
Greek

b.
Renaissance

c.
Gilded Age

d.
Romantic Era

e.
Medieval

28.
Poetry in which the closing syllables of one line are repeated is known as …

a.
blank verse

b.
echo verse

c.
repetitive symbolism

d.
emphatic mode

e.
journalistic style

29.
The term intertextuality was created by …

a.
Stanley Fish

b.
Adam Smith

c.
Ezra Pound

d.
Ben Johnson

e.
Julia Kristeva

30.
The New Humanism movement began in …

a.
France

b.
Britain

c.
the United States

d.
Japan

e.
Italy
Part Two – Reading List

Questions from Beowulf: A New Verse Translation Seamus Heaney.
31.
Who is married to Hygd?
a.
Weland
b.
Scyld Scefing
c.
Hrothgar
d.
Wiglaf

e.
Hygelac

32.
The term mead refers to _____.

a.
a battlefield

b.
gathering of priests

c.
an alcoholic drink

d.
festival of music

e.
ship bearing treasure

33.
Which of the following terms refers to an orphaned child?

a.
thane

b.
mead

c.
scop

d.
waif

e.
none of the above

34.
The character Wiglaf represents the theme of _____.

a.
hatred

b.
loyalty

c.
fear

d.
wealth

e.
intellect

35.
The phrase two seas is believed to be used in reference to the Baltic and _____.

a.
Pacific

b.
Adriatic
c.
Atlantic

d.
Caspian

e.
Mediterranean

36.
The phrase race of giants is used in reference to 

descendants of _____.

a.
Saul

b.
Absalom

c.
Balaam 

d.
Samson

e.
Cain

37.
The story of Beowulf essentially begins and ends with a _____.

a.
funeral

b.
wedding

c.
birth celebration

d.
major battle

e.
new king being coronated

38.
Heorot is the name of _____.

a.
a battlefield

b.
a cave under the sea

c.
a mountain side

d.
the King’s great hall

e.
a massive war ship

39.
Which of the following is described as an enormous “ogre who despises mankind’s joy?”

a.
Beowulf
b.
Scyld Scefing
c.
Wealtheow

d.
Grendel

e.
Hygd

40.
The origins of the epic Beowulf is set in the

_____ century.

a.
8th
b.
12th
c.
15th
d.
17th
e.
19th
41.
The work of Beowulf is classified as _____.

a.
Gothic

b.
Transcendental 

c.
pragmatic

d.
old English

e.
ancient pre civilization
42.
According to scholars and historians, Beowulf was written in _____.

a.
ancient Rome

b.
Greece

c.
Russia

d.
Macedonia

e.
England

43.
Who is the antagonist in Beowulf?

a.
Beowulf
b.
Scyld Scefing
c.
Wealtheow

d.
Grendel

e.
Hygd

Questions from Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House
44.
Which of the following traits best describes
Nora?

a.
modest

b.
intellectual

c.
childish

d.
extroverted

e.
religious

45.
The approach Nora pursues to solving 

challenges is best described as _____.

a.
utilitarian

b.
honest

c.
pensive

d.
naïve
e.
careless
Questions from Emily Dickinson Poems

I Died For Beauty But Was Scarce
I DIED for beauty, but was scarce

Adjusted in the tomb,

When one who died for truth was lain

in the adjoining room.

He questioned softly why I failed?

“For beauty,” I replied.

“And I for truth,--the two are one;

We brethren are,” he said.

And so, as kinsmen met a night,

We talked between the rooms, 

Until the moss had reached our lips

And covered up our names.

46.
The work I Died For Beauty But Was Scarce
was one of several by Emily Dickinson that relied on references to _____.

a.
death

b.
love

c.
family

d.
fear

e.
spirituality 

47.
The implication in I Died For Beauty But Was Scarce is that beauty and _____ are similar.

a.
hate

b.
vanity

c.
truth

d.
perservnce

e.
intelligence

48.
One of the ultimate messages of I Died For Beauty But Was Scarce is that all mysteries of life are revealed

by _____.

a.
travel

b.
death

c.
knowledge

d.
love

e.
sharing common ideas

49.
Which of the following literary devices is used in I Died For Beauty But Was Scarce?

a.
simile

b.
syllogism 

c.
irony

d.
onomatopoeia
e.
antonym

50.
In the work, “A Soul Selects Her Own Society,” the speaker notes that she would be “unmoved” even if _____ would be “kneeling upon her mat.”

a.
a parent

b.
a goddess
c.
an emperor
d.
the spirit of all knowledge

e.
a most learned scholar

Part three – Ability in literary criticism

Morning Song

by Sylvia Plath

Love set you going like a fat gold watch.

The midwife slapped your footsoles, and your bald cry

Took its place among the elements.

Our voices echo, magnifying your arrival.  New statue.

In a drafty museum, your nakedness

Shadows our safety.  We stand round blankly as walls.

I'm no more your mother

Than the cloud that distills a mirror to reflect its own slow

Effacement at the wind's hand.

All night your moth-breath

Flickers among the flat pink roses.  I wake to listen:

A far sea moves in my ear.

One cry, and I stumble from bed, cow-heavy and floral

In my Victorian nightgown.

Your mouth opens clean as a cat's.  The window square

Whitens and swallows its dull stars.  And now you try

Your handful of notes;

The clear vowels rise like balloons.

51.
Sylvia Plath was born in…

a.
New York City

b.
Boston

c.
Philadelphia

d.
San Francisco

e.
Montreal 

52.
Sylvia Plath attended …

a.
Yale University

b.
Harvard University

c.
Brown University

d.
Smith College

e.
Boston College 

53.
Her first book of poetry was entitled …

a.
The Colossus
b.
Life Studies
c.
Ariel 
d.
Crossing the Water
e.
Winter Trees
54.
Sylvia Plath died at the age of 30 as a result of 

a.
cancer

b.
drowning

c.
an automobile accident

d.
tuberculosis

e.
suicide

55.
Upon completing college she continued her 

education in …

a.
England

b.
France

c.
Greece

d.
Spain

e.
Italy

56.
Sylvia Plath earned a posthumous reputation as a

 major poet for a collection related to her …

a.
problems as a child

b.
success as a parent

c.
views of politics

d.
mental illness

e.
relationships with other poets

57.
Sylvia Plath died in …

a.
1962

b.
1963

c.
1964

d.
1965

e.
1966

58.
Sylvia Plath authored an autobiographical work

entitled …

a.
The Keepers of the House

b.
Angel of Repose

c.
The Bell Jar
d.
A Fable
e.
The Edge of Sadness
59.
Sylvia Plath was married to English poet …

a.
James Agee

b.
Robert Lowell

c.
Martin Flavin

d.
William Golding

e.
Ted Hughes
My Native Land 
 

Breathes there the man, with soul so dead, 
Who never to himself hath said, 
This is my own, my native land! 
Whose heart hath ne'er within him burn'd, 
As home his footsteps he hath turn'd 
From wandering on a foreign strand! 
If such there breathe, go, mark him well; 
For him no Minstrel raptures swell; 
High though his titles, proud his name, 
Boundless his wealth as wish can claim; 
Despite those titles, power, and pelf, 
The wretch, concentred all in self, 
Living, shall forfeit fair renown, 
And, doubly dying, shall go down 
To the vile dust, from whence he sprung, 
Unwept, unhonour'd, and unsung. 

60.
The rhyme scheme of this poem is …

a.
abcabcabcdd

b.
aabccb

c.
ababcdcd

d.
aabbccdd

e.
other

61.
The author of the poem is …

a.
Sir Walter Scott

b.
John Milton

c.
Emily Dickinson

d.
Oscar Wilde

e.
William Barnes

62.
The author is …

a.
French

b.
American

c.
Scottish

d.
Canadian

e.
Russian

63.
The author was influenced by the _____ Century Enlightenment movement.

a.
15th
b.
16th
c.
17th
d.
18th
e.
19th

64.
A major theme of his works was …

a.
love

b.
tolerance

c.
religion

d.
education

e.
politics

65.
The author wrote all of the following poems except

a.
A Vision

b.
Answer
c.
Country Guy

d.
The Truth of a Woman
e.
Proud Masie
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Literary Criticism Practice Test Six 
Answer Key
PART ONE – Knowledge of Literary History and Critical Terms  

1.
a



11.
a



21.
e

2.
c



12.
e



22.
a

3.
d



13.
c



23.
c

4.
a



14.
c



24.
d

5.
c



15.
b



25.
a

6.
b



16.
e



26.
b

7.
a



17.
d



27.
e

8.
e



18.
c



28.
b

9.
b



19.
b



29.
e

10.
d



20.
d



30.
c

PART TWO – Reading List

31.
e



41.
a
32.
c



42.
e
33.
d



43.
d
34.
b



44.
c
35.
c



45.
a
36.
e



46.
a
37.
a



47.
c
38.
d



48.
b
39.
d



49.
c
40.
a



50.
c
PART THREE – Ability in Literary Criticism

51.
b



61.
a

52.
d



62.
c

53.
a



63.
d

54.
e



64.
b

55.
a



65.
a

56.
d

57.
b

58.
c

59.
e

60.
b
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