Champcraft

Literary Criticism 
Practice Test Five
Part One – Knowledge of Literary History and Critical Terms

1.
The first Nobel Prize for Literature was awarded to

_____ in 1901.

a.
Rudyard Kipling

b.
Eugene O’Neill

c.
Rudolf C. Eucken

d.
René F. A. Sully-Prudhomme

e.
Selma Lagerlöf

2.
Corpus Christi Plays were medieval, biblically-

based, medieval plays performed on Corpus Christi

Day, the first Thursday following …

a.
Trinity Sunday

b.
Christmas 

c.
New Year’s Day

d.
Epiphany Sunday 

e.
the summer solstice 

3.
Metaphysical poetry was popular in what century?

a.
15th
b.
16th
c.
17th
d.
18th
e.
19th
4.
The Transcendental Club was an informal organization of leading transcendentalists in and around

a.
Chicago

b.
Philadelphia

c.
New York City

d.
St. Louis

e.
Boston

5.
The term purple patch refers to a colorful passage of writing that stands out from the writing around it and was originated by …

a.
Homer

b.
Virgil

c.
Cicero

d.
Horace

e.
Shakespeare 

6.
The 1922 Pulitzer Prize for fiction was awarded to Booth Tarkington for the work …

a.
Alice Adams
b.
One of Ours 
c.
Arrowsmith
d.
Early Autumn
e.
Laughing Boy

7.
The term speculum is Latin for …

a.
writing

b.
theory

c.
travel

d.
mirror

e.
education

8.
The 1970 Nobel Prize for literature was awarded to Patrick White of …

a.
Ireland

b.
the United States

c.
Australia

d.
Great Britain

e.
Canada


9.
Melopoeia is a Greek term renovated by _____ who used it for the whole articulatory-acoustic-auditory range of poetry.

a.
Emily Dickinson

b.
James Joyce

c.
Ezra Pound

d.
Robert Penn Warren

e.
Karl Shapiro

10.
Cicero was a _____ orator.

a.
Roman

b.
British

c.
Greek

d.
French

e.
Spanish

11.
J. M. Barrie was a part of the Kailyard School, a name given to a group of _____ writers.

a.
American

b.
Russian

c.
Polish

d.
Scottish

e.
Asian 

12.
Dionysianis is a term used by _____ for the spirit in Greek tragedy associated with Dionysus, the god of wine.

a.
Aristotle

b.
Nietzsche

c.
Kant

d.
Mill

e.
Hume

13.
A sonnet is a poem that almost invariably consists

of _____ lines.

a.
five

b.
eight

c.
eleven

d.
fourteen

e.
twenty one

14.
The War of the Theaters was a series of quarrels among certain _____ dramatists.

a.
Victorian

b.
Elizabethan

c.
Greek

d.
Renaissance

e.
agnostic

15.
The term homily related to _____ instruction.

a. 
art

b. 
literary

c.
legal

d.
religious

e.
political

16.
Camilo José Cela of _____ was awarded the 1989 Nobel Prize for Literature.

a.
Portugal

b.
Argentina

c.
Spain

d.
Mexico

e.
Peru

17.
Petrarchan Sonnets are also called … 
a.
Historical Verse

b.
Italian Sonnets

c.
Sonnets of Distinction

d.
Complex Sonnets 

e.
Renaissance School Poetry

18.
Who Wrote Adam Bede?

a.
George Eliot

b.
John Stuart Mill

c.
A. E. Housman

d.
James Barrie

e.
Charlotte Bronte

19.
Douzain is a verse of _____ lines.

a.
6

b.
8

c.
10

d.
12

e.
14

20.
In modern theater, the proscenium is the part of stage that lies between the orchestra and the …

a.
audience

b.
curtain

c.
loft

d.
sound booth

e.
choral singers

21.
Encomium is a form of composition common to _____ literature.

a.
Greek

b.
American

c.
British

d.
Spanish

e.
Japanese

22.
William Butler Yeats, who won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1923, was a(an. _____ writer.

a.
British

b.
Scottish

c.
Irish

d.
American

e.
Swedish

23.
Mishnah is a collection of legal principles and decisions that form the basis of …

a.
the Torah
b.
the Talmud

c.
sacred texts of Taoism

d.
the Koran
e.
the Bible
24.
The Scriblerus Club was organized in _____ by Jonathan Swift in 1714.

a.
Paris

b.
Belfast

c.
Dublin

d.
London

e.
Stockholm

25.
The 1928 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry was awarded to Tristram by …

a.
Stephen Vincent Benet

b.
Conrad Aiken

c.
Robert Frost

d.
Edward Arlington Robinson

e.
Carl Sandburg

26.
The term nocturne is used in reference to …

a.
evening or nighttime

b.
early morning; daybreak

c.
midday

d.
stormy weather

e.
uncharacteristically calm 

27.
The Anglo-Norman period began during the _____ century.

a.
tenth

b.
eleventh

c.
twelfth

d.
thirteenth

e.
fourteenth

28.
All of the following are true of Yeats Stanza except
a.
it was never actually used by Yeats

b.
the stanza has eight lines

c.
it was also used by Abraham Crowley

d.
the rhythm is iambic

e.
the meter is normally pentameter

29.
The Puritan movement developed in …

a.
France

b.
colonial America

c.
Britain

d.
Scotland

e. 
Ireland

30.
Who wrote Our Town, the 1938 winner of the Pulitzer Prize for drama?

a.
Tennessee Williams 

b.
Edward Albee

c.
Arthur Miller

d.
Eugene O’Neill

e.
Thornton Wilder 

Part Two – Reading List

Questions from Beowulf: A New Verse Translation Seamus Heaney.
31.
Unlike most events in the story, the death of _____ is recorded historically.
a.
Weland
b.
Scyld Scefing
c.
Hrothgar
d.
Wiglaf

e.
Hygelac

32.
Beowlf becomes king of the Geats when _____

is killed in a feud.

a.
Beowulf

b.
Scyld Scefing

c.
Wealtheow

d.
Grendel

e.
Heardred

33.
Who takes part in a swimming contest against Breca?

a.
Beowulf

b.
Scyld Scefing
c.
Wealtheow

d.
Grendel

e.
Heardred
34.
Which of the following is an alcoholic drink?

a.
thane

b.
mead

c.
scop

d.
waif

e.
none of the above

35.
The term waif refers to _____.

a.
a battlefield

b.
gathering of priests

c.
an alcoholic drink

d.
festival of music

e.
an orphaned child

Questions from Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House
36.
Nils occupation was _____.

a.
military officer

b.
store owner

c.
attorney

d.
musician

e.
sea captain

37.
When Nora secretly borrowed a large sum of money, she forged the signature of her _____.

a.
husband

b.
son

c.
father

d.
mother

e.
best friend

38.
Nora tries to convince her husband not to fire ____.

a.
Anne

b.
her neighbor

c.
Dr. Rank

d.
the grocer

e.
Nils

39.
Who attempts to blackmail Nora?

a.
Anne

b.
Nora’s sister

c.
Nils
d.
Torvald

e.
Dr. Rank

40.
Who does Nils attempt to blackmail?

a.
Anne

b.
Nora

c.
Nora’s sister
d.
Torvald

e.
Dr. Rank

41.
In addition to Nora’s husband, which of the 

characters also has a serious disease?

a.
Anne

b.
Nora’s sister

c.
Nils

d.
Nora’s mother

e.
Dr. Rank

Questions from Emily Dickinson Poems
Who Never Lost, are Unprepared
Who never lost, are unprepared

A Coronet to find!

Who never thirsted

Flagons, and Cooling Tamarind!

Who never climbed the weary league—

Can such a foot explore

The purple territories

On Pizarro's shore?

How many Legions overcome—

The Emperor will say?

How many Colors taken

On Revolution Day?

How many Bullets bearest?

Hast Thou the Royal scar?

Angels! Write "Promoted"

On this Soldier's brow! 
42.
The idea expressed in Who Never Lost, are 

Unprepared that winners might be less prepared

than losers is an example of _____.

a.
metaphor

b.
simile

c.
paradox

d.
allusion

e.
logic

43.
The logical setting for Who Never Lost, are

 Unprepared is _____.

a.
conflict

b.
love

c.
death

d.
journeys

e.
learning in a school

44.
The narrator of Who Never Lost, are Unprepared
is likely _____.

a.
royalty

b.
a soldier

c.
voices of professors

d.
a spirit

e.
within a deep cavern

45.
According to Who Never Lost, are Unprepared
evaluation is rendered in the final analysis by _____.

a.
scholars

b.
the clergy

c.
parents

d.
angels 

e.
the king / ruler

46.
Based on the ideas presented in Who Never Lost, are Unprepared one could conclude that _____ is a vehicle for education.

a.
tolerance

b.
virtue

c.
experience

d.
anger

e.
suffering

47.
Many of the more well-known lyrics in Emily Dickinson’s poems take the form of homilies, also known as …

a.
phrases of irony

b.
apparent contradictions

c.
short moral sayings

d.
metaphorical distractions

e.
vivid descriptions of reality

48.
Most of Emily Dickinson’s poems were published
a.
during her early twenties

b.
throughout her life

c.
following the death of a parent

d.
while she was a student at Amherst Academy

e.
following her death

49.
Which of the following poems was the most well-known defense of her private life style? 
a.
“I’m Nobody! Who Are You?”

b.
“One Dignity Delays for All”

c.
“No Rack Can Torture Me”

d.
“Hope Is the Thing with Feathers”

e.
“I Should Not Dare to Leave My Friend”

50.
Emily Dickinson lived her entire life in …

a.
England

b.
Ireland

c.
France

d.
the United States

e.
Canada

Part three – Ability in literary criticism

Annabel Lee 
It was many and many a year ago, 

      In a kingdom by the sea, 

That a maiden there lived whom you may know 

      By the name of ANNABEL LEE; 

And this maiden she lived with no other thought 

      Than to love and be loved by me. 

  

I was a child and she was a child, 

      In this kingdom by the sea; 

But we loved with a love that was more than love- 

      I and my Annabel Lee; 

With a love that the winged seraphs of heaven 

      Coveted her and me. 

  

And this was the reason that, long ago, 

      In this kingdom by the sea, 

A wind blew out of a cloud, chilling 

      My beautiful Annabel Lee; 

So that her highborn kinsman came 

      And bore her away from me, 

To shut her up in a sepulchre 

      In this kingdom by the sea. 

  

The angels, not half so happy in heaven, 

      Went envying her and me- 

Yes!- that was the reason (as all men know, 

      In this kingdom by the sea) 

That the wind came out of the cloud by night, 

      Chilling and killing my Annabel Lee. 

  

But our love it was stronger by far than the love 

      Of those who were older than we- 

      Of many far wiser than we- 

And neither the angels in heaven above, 

      Nor the demons down under the sea, 

Can ever dissever my soul from the soul 

      Of the beautiful Annabel Lee. 

  

For the moon never beams without bringing me dreams 

      Of the beautiful Annabel Lee; 

And the stars never rise but I feel the bright eyes 

      Of the beautiful Annabel Lee; 

And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the side 

Of my darling- my darling- my life and my bride, 

      In the sepulchre there by the sea, 

      In her tomb by the sounding sea. 

51.
The author of this poem is …

a.
Edgar Allen Poe

b.
William Blake

c.
John Donne

d.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge

e.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

52.
The subject of the poem is the author’s …

a.
mother

b.
sister

c.
aunt

d.
wife

e.
teacher

53.
The author was born in …

a.
Baltimore

b.
New York City

c.
Boston

d.
London

e. 
Paris

54.
The setting of the poem is the year

a.
1842

b.
1849

c.
1861

d.
1866

e.
1875

55.
The mother of the author was…

a.
a political activist

b.
an attorney

c.
an author

d.
a member of a royal family

e.
an actress

56.
The mood of the poem is best described as …

a.
joyous

b.
exuberant

c.
melancholy

d.
boastful

e.
angry

57.
A newspaper reported the author died from,,,

a.
“a broken heart”

b.
“congestion of the brain”

c.
“the loss of direction in life”

d.
“hollow dreams”

e.
“false illusions and a fateful world”

58.
The author was formally educated in both the United States and …

a.
England

b.
France

c.
Spain

d.
Italy

e.
the author had no formal education

The Lamb

Little lamb, who made thee?
Dost thou know who made thee?
Gave thee life, and bid thee feed
By the stream and o'er the mead;
Gave thee clothing of delight,
Softest clothing, woolly, bright;
Gave thee such a tender voice,
Making all the vales rejoice?
Little lamb, who made thee?
Dost thou know who made thee?

Little lamb, I'll tell thee,
Little lamb, I'll tell thee:
He is called by thy name,
For He calls Himself a Lamb.
He is meek, and He is mild;
He became a little child.
I a child, and thou a lamb,
We are called by His name.
Little lamb, God bless thee!
Little lamb, God bless thee!

59.
The author of the poem is …

a.
Robert Browning

b.
Ann Bradstreet

c.
Lewis Carroll

d.
William Blake

e.
Lord Byron

60.
In addition to being a poet, the author was also a(n)

a.
painter

b.
political writer

c.
biblical scholar

d.
explorer

e.
diplomat

61.
The rhyme scheme of the first verse is …

a.
ABABCDCD

b.
ABCABC

c.
AABBCCDDAA

d.
AABBAABB

e.
blank verse

62. The theme of this poem is in contrast to another work by the author entitled…

a.
The Angel
b.
A Little Girl Lost
c.
A Dream

d.
The Sick Rose

e.
The Tiger
63.
The poem was published in a book entitled _____ created in 1789.

a.
Songs of Innocence
b.
Voices from Life
c.
Creations of God
d.
Journeys of Destiny
e.
Sorrow and Joy
64.
The author reportedly disliked …

a.
political authority

b.
scientific investigation

c.
contemporary works of literature

d.
religion

e.
family members

65.
The author was born into and lived most of his life in …

a.
a wealthy family

b.
a military environment

c.
nobility

d.
poverty

e.
a British colonial settlement
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d
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