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Literary Criticism 
Practice Test Three 
Part One – Knowledge of Literary History and Critical Terms

1.
Repetition of words at the beginnings of lines or sentences is known as …

a.
spatial form

b.
anaphora 

c.
eiron


d.
rhopalic

e.
virgule

2.
The 1995 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction was awarded to Carol Shields for the work …

a.
Stone Diaries
b.
Beloved
c.
A Summons to Memphis
d.
Rabbit is Rich
e.
Angle of Repose
3.
The terms carpe diem, used by Horace means …

a.
“Now and Forever”

b.
“Escape from Reality”

c.
“World of Dreams”

d.
“Seize the Day”

e.
“Questions Remain”

4.
“Ciceronians” were groups of Latin stylists during 

the _____ who would not use any words not found in Cicero’s writing.

a.
Victorian era

b.
Elizabethan period

c.
Renaissance

d.
Gilded Age


e.
Dark Ages

5.
Sensibility refers to a reliance on _____ as guides to truth.

a.
feelings

b.
logic

c.
reason

d.
scientific inquiry

e.
other

6.
According to Aristotle, the least important spectacle in an element of drama is …

a.
ethos

b.
opsis

c.
mythos

d.
lexis

e.
dianoia

7.
All of the following are characteristics of an operetta except …

a.
spoken dialogue

b.
music

c.
song

d.
spectacular effects

e.
tragic elements 

8.
One of the seven parts of classical oration is the conclusion, known as …

a.
exordium

b.
exposition

c.
narration

d.
epilogue

e.
confutation 

9.
Koine refers to the language throughout the ancient _____ world.

a.
Egyptian

b.
Mesopotamian

c.
Greek

d.
Roman

e.
European

10.
The 1974 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry was awarded to Robert Lowell for the work …

a.
Self-Portrait in a Convex Mirror
b.
American Primitive
c.
Near Changes
d.
Turtle Island
e.
The Dolphin
11.
The Bloomsbury Group was a group of writers and thinkers who lived in …

a.
London

b.
Paris

c.
New York City

d.
Rome

e.
Stockholm
12.
A literary term for exaggeration is …

a.
metaphor

b.
simile 

c.
onomatopoeia

d.
alliteration

e.
hyperbole

13.
A French word for parody or literary imitation.

a.
canso

b.
montage

c.
vignette

d.
patiche

e.
dieresis

14.
In film criticism a theory that sees the primary value of film in its ability to record the phenomenal world around it.

a.
nominal theory

b.
abstract theory

c.
romantic theory

d.
dynamic theory

e.
realist theory

15.
A novel in which magic, mystery, and chivalry are the chief characteristics is referred to as …

a.
Classic

b.
Gothic

c.
neo-Romantic

d.
pre-Colombian

e.
Revivalist

16.
The following works, A Woman Killed With Kindness by Thomas Heywood, The Gamester by Edward Moore and Tragedy of Nan by John Masefield, are all examples of …

a.
broadside ballad

b.
domestic tragedy

c.
science fiction

d.
compendium

e.
speculum

17.
The 1988 Pulitzer Prize for Drama was awarded to _____ for the work Driving Miss Daisy.
a.
Michael Cristofer

b.
Donald L. Coburn

c.
Alfred Uhry

d.
Sam Shepard 

e.
Lanford Wilson 

18.
The concept of euhemerism, a practice of utilizing exaggeration of human qualities in writing, was introduced in …

a.
Rome

b.
Greece

c.
Spain

d.
Britain

e.
the United States 

19.
The phrase mythical method was used in 1923 by _____ to describe the structure of Joyce’s Ulysses.

a.
Sidney Howard

b.
T. S. Eliot

c.
Owen Davis

d.
Booth Tarkington

e.
Ernest Hemingway

20.
The term Hartford Wits describes a group of Connecticut writers during the period of …

a.
colonization

b.
the early 17th Century

c.
the Gilded Age

d.
the American Revolution

e.
World War II

21.
The term pathetic fallacy was coined by …

a.
Shakespeare

b.
Ruskin

c.
Emerson

d.
Homer

e.
Kant

22.
The 1949 Pulitzer Prize for Drama was awarded to Arthur Miller for the work …

a.
Death of a Salesman
b.
The Shrike
c.
A Streetcar Named Desire
d.
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
e.
Picnic
23.
In printing, a short line ending a paragraph and appearing at the top of a page or a column is known as 

a.
orphan

b.
loner

c.
enigma

d.
free item

e.
widow

24.
Luddites were English workers of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century who …

a.
sought election to political offices

b.
refused to participate in organized religion

c.
sabotaged textile machinery

d.
developed revolutionary educational institutions

e.
wrote satire critical of the monarchy

25.
While Transcendentalism was based on doctrines of European philosophers, particularly Kant, its leading sponsor in the United States was … 

a.
Thoreau

b.
Whitman

c.
Longfellow

d.
Jefferson

e.
Emerson

26.
The 1983 Nobel Prize for Literature was awarded to William Golding of …

a.
France

b.
the United States

c.
Norway

d.
Britain

e.
Sweden

27.
The genteel tradition was associated with

a.
ancient Rome

b.
the Deep South

c.
New England

d.
the British middle ages

e.
the old west

28.
A study of lines of evolutionary descent is …

a.
cladistic analysis

b.
haplography

c.
bathos

d.
synaeresis

e.
attemperation
29.
Joe McGinniss, Seymour Hirsch, Carl Bernstein, and Robert Woodward have all written works that are referred to as _____ journalism.

a.
classical

b.
artistic

c.
evolutionary

d.
investigative

e.
abstract

30.
The 1993 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry was awarded to _____ for the work The Wild Iris.

a.
Yusef Komunyakaa

b.
James Tate

c.
Mona Van Duyn

d.
Mary Oliver

e.
Louise Gluck

Part Two – Reading List

Questions from Beowulf: A New Verse Translation Seamus Heaney.
31.
Which of the following was a mythical figure who founded a tribe long before Beowulf’s story began?

a.
Hrothgar

b.
Scyld Scefing

c.
Wealtheow

d.
Grendel

e.
Hygd

32.
Hrothgar is king of the _____.

a.
Danes

b.
Goths

c.
Scyldings

d.
Geats

e.
Saxons

33.
Who is Beowulf’s uncle?

a.
Wiglaf
b.
Scyld Scefing
c.
Hrothgar
d.
Hygelac
e.
Hygd
34.
Weland is a legendary _____.

a.
sea captain

b.
scholar

c.
blacksmith

d.
sorcerer

e.
cartographer 

35.
Who kills Grendel?

a.
Weland
b.
Scyld Scefing
c.
Hrothgar
d.
Wiglaf

e.
Beowulf

36.
Who engages in a swimming contest against Beowulf?

a.
Weland
b.
Scyld Scefing
c.
Wealtheow

d.
Breca
e.
Heardred
37.
Which of the following terms referred to the king’s warriors?
a.
thane

b.
mead

c.
scop

d.
waif

e.
none of the above

38.
The term scop refers to _____
a.
a singing performer

b.
gathering of priests

c.
an alcoholic drink

d.
festival of music

e.
an orphaned child

Questions from Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House
39.
Which of the following is an attorney?

a.
Anne

b.
Nora

c.
Nils

d.
Torvald

e.
Dr. Rank

40.
Why does Torvald move to a southern climate?

a.
because of his wife’s health

b.
because of his child’s health

c.
to open a new bank

d.
to assist a relative

e.
because of his own health

41.
Who was accused of committing forgery?

a.
Anne

b.
Nora

c.
Nils

d.
Torvald

e.
Dr. Rank

42.
Nora Hilmer secretly borrowed a large sum of money to pay medical expenses for her _____.

a.
mother

b.
daughter

c.
son

d.
father

e.
husband

Questions from Emily Dickinson Poems
43.
What was the profession of Emily Dickinson’s father?

a.
professor

b.
clergyman

c.
merchant

d.
military officer

e.
attorney
44.
During the early 1950s, all available manuscripts of Emily Dickinson’s poetry and all available publishing rights were purchased_____.

a.
the State of Vermont

b.
a distant heir of Emily Dickinson

c.
several Philadelphia editors

d.
Harvard University

e.
the New Yorker magazine

45.
Emily’s dad summoned her to return home during her second term at boarding school because _____.

a.
of the death of a relative

b.
she was sickly

c.
he was experiencing a financial crisis

d.
the school officials requested he take the action

e.
for no apparent reason

46.
Who was most responsible for sharing the poems of Emily Dickinson with the world?

a.
Lavnia Dickinson

b.
Edward Dickinson 

c.
Leonard Humphrey

d.
Walt Whitman

e.
Henry Emmons

47.
The poetry of Emily Dickinson is characterized by her consistent use of _____ line stanzas.

a.
3

b.
4

c.
5

d.
6

e.
8
I Died For Beauty But Was Scarce
I DIED for beauty, but was scarce

Adjusted in the tomb,

When one who died for truth was lain

in the adjoining room.

He questioned softly why I failed?

“For beauty,” I replied.

“And I for truth,--the two are one;

We brethren are,” he said.

And so, as kinsmen met a night,

We talked between the rooms, 

Until the moss had reached our lips

And covered up our names.

48.
The implication in I Died For Beauty But Was Scarce is that beauty and _____ are similar.

a.
hate

b.
vanity

c.
truth

d.
perservnce

e.
intelligence

49.
One of the ultimate messages of I Died For Beauty But Was Scarce is that all mysteries of life are revealed

by _____.

a.
travel

b.
death

c.
knowledge

d.
love

e.
sharing common ideas

50.
Which of the following literary devices is used in I Died For Beauty But Was Scarce?

a.
simile

b.
syllogism 

c.
irony

d.
onomatopoeia
e.
antonym

Part three – Ability in literary criticism

The New Jerusalem

by William Blake
And did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England's mountains green?
And was the holy Lamb of God
On England's pleasant pastures seen? 

And did the Countenance Divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here
Among these dark Satanic Mills? 

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my charriot of fire! 

I will not cease from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand
Till we have built Jerusalem
In England's green and pleasant land. 

51.
William Blake spent most of his life in …

a.
Belfast

b.
London

c.
Dublin

d.
Paris

e.
Glasgow

52.
In addition to his career as a writer, Blake was also

a.
an engraver

b.
a merchant

c.
a government official

d.
an inventor

e.
a clergyman

53.
Blake was born in the _____ century.

a.
16th
b.
17th
c.
18th
d.
19th
e.
20th 

54.
In this poem, where is “The New Jerusalem?”

a.
in the Holy Land

b.
in the minds of men

c.
in ancient antiquity

d.
among the stars

e.
in England 

55.
In the poem, Blake makes a request for …

a.
knowledge

b.
weapons

c.
wealth

d.
companionship

e.
directions 

56.
The form of this poem is …

a.
ABAB

b.
ABCD

c.
ABCB

d.
AABB 

e.
blank verse

Dover Beach

by Matthew Arnold

The sea is calm to-night.
The tide is full, the moon lies fair
Upon the straits;--on the French coast the light
Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand,
Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay.
Come to the window, sweet is the night air!
Only, from the long line of spray
Where the sea meets the moon-blanch'd land,
Listen! you hear the grating roar
Of pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling,
At their return, up the high strand,
Begin, and cease, and then again begin,
With tremulous cadence slow, and bring
The eternal note of sadness in. 

Sophocles long ago
Heard it on the {AE}gean, and it brought
Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow
Of human misery; we
Find also in the sound a thought,
Hearing it by this distant northern sea. 

The Sea of Faith
Was once, too, at the full, and round earth's shore
Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furl'd.
But now I only hear
Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,
Retreating, to the breath
Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear
And naked shingles of the world. 

Ah, love, let us be true
To one another! for the world, which seems
To he before us like a land of dreams,
So various, so beautiful, so new,
Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light, 

Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain;
And we are here as on a darkling plain
Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight,
Where ignorant armies clash by night. 

57. 
Matthew Arnold lived in the _____ century.

a.
16th
b.
17th
c.
18th
d.
19th
e.
20th 

58.
Matthew Arnold was …

a.
British

b.
German

c.
American

d.
French

e.
Irish

59.
Matthew Arnold delivered a series of lectures in the United States, including on …

a.
Thoreau

b.
Whitman

c.
Emerson

d.
Shakespeare

e.
Wordsworth

60.
The poem compares the present to …

a.
the distant past

b.
the immediate past

c.
a mythical period

d.
the future

e.
the life of an animal

61.
This work is often compared to “Ode to a Nightingale” by …

a.
Byron

b.
Shelley

c.
Percy

d.
Longfellow

e. 
Keats

62. The poem ends by leaving the impression, according to critics, that “our land of dreams” is …

a.
a reality

b.
possible in the near future

c.
something that does not exist

d.
a promise for all humans

e.
a symbolic metaphor referring to the past

63.
The phrase “glimmering and vast” refers of a contrast between the seas and …

a.
the French coast

b.
ancient Greek armies

c.
the presence of religion 

d.
human intellect

e.
the cliffs of England

64.
The poem makes reference to Sophocles who …

a.
wrote great epics

b.
heard the same message from the sea

c.
engaged in battles in his mind

d.
searched endlessly without results

e.
believed in the ability of humans

65.
The general mood of this poem is …

a.
optimism

b.
joyful

c.
neutral

d.
cynical

e.
varies with no clear theme
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 Answer Key
PART ONE – Knowledge of Literary History and Critical Terms  

1.
b



11.
a



21.
b

2.
a



12.
e



22.
a

3.
d



13.
d



23.
e

4.
c



14.
b



24.
c

5.
a



15.
b



25.
e

6.
b



16.
e



26.
d

7.
e



17.
c



27.
c

8.
d



18.
b



28.
a

9.
c



19.
b



29.
d

10.
e



20.
d



30.
e

PART TWO – Reading List

31.
b



41.
c
32.
a



42.
e
33.
d



43.
e
34.
c



44.
d
35.
e



45.
b
36.
d



46.
a
37.
a



47.
b
38.
a



48.
c
39.
c



49.
b
40.
e



50.
c
PART THREE – Ability in Literary Criticism

51.
b



61.
e

52.
a



62.
c

53.
c



63.
e

54.
e



64.
b

55.
d



65.
d

56.
c

57.
d

58.
a

59.
c

60.
a
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