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Literary Criticism 
Practice Test Two
Part One – Knowledge of Literary History and Critical Terms

1.
The term redondilla refers to a form of _____ 

measure.

a.
Portuguese 

b.
Argentinean

c.
Spanish

d.
Italian

e.
French

2.
Who applied the term “Fantastic Poets” to metaphysical poets?

a.
Shakespeare

b.
Emerson

c.
Kant

d.
Milton
e.
Aristotle

3.
The poem _____ by Jorie Graham was awarded the 1996 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry.

a.
The Dream of the Unified Field
b.
The Flying Change

c.
The World Doesn’t End
d.
Thomas and Beulah
e.
Black Zodiac 
4.
“Middle English” refers to English spoken and written beginning in the _____ century.

a.
10th
b.
11th
c.
12th
d.
13th
3.
14th 

5.
The dime novel was the American equivalent of the British …

a.
cent thoughts

b.
penny dreadful

c.
pound lines

d.
shilling scandal

e.
voice of commons

6.
Goliardic Verse is a type of _____ verse.

a.
Peruvian

b.
French

c.
Hebrew

d.
Gothic

e.
Latin

7.
The term donnee that literally means “the given,” was introduced by …

a.
John Locke

b.
Henry James

c.
William Faulkner

d.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

e.
Sir Robert Howard

8.
The term folklore was first used by …

a.
W. J. Thomas

b.
Elmer Rice

c.
John Bunyan

d.
Theodore Roethke

e.
Robert Lowell

9.
Aristotle referred to drama as …

a.
life on a stage

b.
gathering of fools

c.
voices of dreamers

d.
imitated human action

e.
a bridge of cultures

10.
C.C. Lewis coined the term drab to describe certain forms of _____ literature.

a.
Greek

b.
Italian

c.
American

d.
Russian

e.
British

11.
An exordium is the _____ of the seven parts of a classical oration.

a.
first

b.
second

c.
fourth

d.
sixth

e.
seventh

12.
What poet was awarded the 1957 Pulitzer Prize for the work, Things of This World?

a.
Robert Penn Warren

b.
Anthony Hecht

c.
Richard Wilbur

d.
Anne Sexton

e.
Gary Snyder

13.
Philology means the scientific study of both _____ and literature.

a.
language

b.
mathematics

c.
philosophy

d.
culture

e.
humanity

14.
The term paean refers to a song of praise or joy originally sung by a Greek chorus in honor of …

a.
Zeus

b.
Aphrodite

c.
Neptune

d.
Apollo

e.
Demeter

15.
The Pre-Raphaelites movement gained prominence during the _____ period.

a.
Georgian 

b.
Victorian

c.
Modern

d.
Neoclassical

e.
Romantic

16.
In modern use, the term bard refers to …

a.
a surprise ending in a novel

b.
a gathering of intellectuals

c.
political satire

d.
a poet

e.
an element of irony in a play

17.
The 1951 Pulitzer Prize for fiction was awarded to _____ for the work The Town.
a.
Conrad Richter

b.
William Faulkner

c.
Ernest Hemingway

d.
James Agee

e.
Upton Sinclair

18.
A “comeback” or quick, ingenuous response is

a.
chronotope

b.
repartee


c.
spuria

d.
verset

e.
catastasis

19.
The term peroration refers to the _____ of an oration.

a.
introduction

b.
prelude

c.
thesis

d.
main body

e.
conclusion

20.
Stoics were _____ philosophers.

a.
Italian

b.
Greek

c.
British

d.
Renaissance

e.
early American

21.
The 1971 Pulitzer Prize for drama was awarded for the work The Effect of Gamma Rays on  Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds by …

a.
Jason Miller

b.
Frank Gilroy

c.
Donald Coburn

d.
David Mamet

e.
Paul Zindel

22.
Midrash is a _____ term for “explanation.”

a.
Hebrew

b.
Latin

c.
Greek

d.
Old English

e.
other

23.
Slam poetry was first introduced in _____ around 1990.

a.
New York City

b.
San Francisco

c.
Philadelphia

d.
Detroit

e.
Chicago

24.
Medieval usually reflects the _____ period.

a.
post modernistic

b.
dark ages

c.
middle ages

d.
biblical times

e.
the Populist era in the United States

25.
_____ is the only French writer to be awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature during the 1980s.

a.
Claude Simon

b.
Jean-Paul Sartre

c.
André Gide

d.
Francois Mauriac

e.
Saul Bellow

26.
Feudalism was a system that existed in …

a.
Asia

b.
ancient Greece

c.
Europe

d.
South America

e.
North America

27.
Rococo refers to a period in the history of European a.
architecture

b.
warfare

c.
art

d.
literature

e.
politics

28.
Ernest Hemingway died in …

a.
1949

b.
1953

c.
1957

d.
1961

e.
1965

29.
A group of critics including Georges Poulet and Marcel Raymond was known as the _____ School.

a.
Budapest

b.
Geneva

c.
Belfast

d.
Madrid

e.
Paris

30.
Arthur Miller was awarded the 1949 Pulitzer Prize for the work …

a.
State of the Union
b.
A Streetcar Named Desire
c.
Lon Day’s Journey Into Night
d.
Death of a Salesman
e.
Harvey

Part Two – Reading List

Questions from Beowulf: A New Verse Translation Seamus Heaney.
31.
Scyld Scefing if a mythical figure and _____.

a.
conquers many foes

b.
explores distant worlds

c.
is rarely seen by humans

d.
founds a tribe

e.
is known for his life as a wizard

32.
Grendel is a descendent of the Biblical _____.

a.
Saul

b.
Absalom

c.
Balaam 

d.
Samson

e.
Cain

33.
Who takes a stand with Beowulf against the dragon?

a.
Wiglaf
b.
Scyld Scefing
c.
Hrothgar
d.
Hygelac

e.
Hygd

34. 
Hrothgar seeks assistance because of the menace

of _____.

a.
Beowulf
b.
Scyld Scefing
c.
Wealtheow

d.
Grendel

e.
Hygd

35.
Who is married to Hrothgar?

a.
Beowulf

b.
Scyld Scefing

c.
Wealtheow

d.
Grendel
e.
Hygd

36.
The story of Beowulf essentially begins and ends with a _____.

a.
funeral

b.
wedding

c.
birth celebration

d.
major battle

e.
new king being coronated

37.
Heorot is the name of _____.

a.
a battlefield

b.
a cave under the sea

c.
a mountain side

d.
the King’s great hall

e.
a massive war ship

38.
Which of the following is described as an enormous “ogre who despises mankind’s joy?”

a.
Beowulf
b.
Scyld Scefing
c.
Wealtheow

d.
Grendel

e.
Hygd

Questions from Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House
39.
Henrik Ibsen is was a _____ playwright.

a.
British


b.
French

c.
Swedish

d.
Norwegian

e.
German

40.
The central character in 
A Doll’s House is _____.

a.
Anne

b.
Nora

c.
Nils

d.
Torvald

e.
Dr. Rank

41.
Who was once engaged to Nils?

a.
Nora

b.
Christine

c.
Anne

d.
Penelope

e.
other


42.
Nora’s husband is a(n) _____.

a.
attorney

b.
clerk

c.
bank manager

d.
clergyman

e.
mayor

43.
_____ relocates to a milder climate due to illness.

a.
Anne

b.
Nora

c.
Nils

d.
Torvald

e.
Dr. Rank

44.
Nora borrowed a large sum of money from _____.

a.
Nils

b.
Dr. Rank

c.
Torvald

d.
Winthrop

e.
other

45.
Henrik Ibsen is often referred to as the “father of

_____.”

a.
idealism

b.
abstraction

c.
realism

d.
transcendentalism

e.
agnosticism

Questions from Emily Dickinson Poems
A Narrow Fellow in the Grass
A narrow fellow in the grass

Occasionally rides;

You may have met him—did you not

His notice sudden is,

The grass divides as with a comb,

A spotted shaft is seen,

And then it closes at your feet,

And opens further on.

He likes a boggy acre,  

A floor too cool for corn,

But when a boy and barefoot,

I more than once at noon

Have passed, I thought, a whip lash,

Unbraiding in the sun,

When stooping to secure it,

It wrinkled and was gone.

Several of nature’s people

I know, and they know me;

I feel for them a transport

Of cordiality.

But never met this fellow,

Attended or alone,

Without a tighter breathing,

And zero at the bone.

46.
In A Narrow Fellow in the Grass the 

narrator unexpectedly encounters _____.

a.
flocks of birds 

b.
dramatic weather conditions

c.
relatives from another community

d.
severe pain

e.
a snake nearby

47.
What kinds of emotion are experienced by the narrator in A Narrow Fellow in the Grass?

a.
fear

b. 
anger

c.
uncertainty

d.
love

e.
joy

48.
The setting for A Narrow Fellow in the Grass is most likely _____.

a.
in the desert

b.
on a boulder

c.
in the ocean

d.
in a swamp like or boggy area

e.
near a roadway

49.
Emily Dickinson was born in _____.

a.
Pennsylvania

b.
Newfoundland

c.
Georgia

d.
Massachusetts

e. 
New York 

50.
Emily Dickinson’s grandfather was one of the founders of _____.

a.
Princeton

b.
Amherst

c.
Rutgers

d.
Yale

e.
 Harvard

Part three – Ability in literary criticism

"I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud" 
by William Wordsworth 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 
When all at once I saw a crowd, 
A host, of golden daffodils; 
Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

Continuous as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the milky way, 
They stretched in never-ending line 
Along the margin of a bay: 
Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 

The waves beside them danced; but they 
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee: 
A poet could not but be gay, 
In such a jocund company: 
I gazed---and gazed---but little thought 
What wealth the show to me had brought: 

For oft, when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood, 
They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude; 
And then my heart with pleasure fills, 
And dances with the daffodils. 

51.
The rhyme scheme of this poem is …

a.
ABCABC

b.
ABABAB

c.
ABABCC

d.
AABBCC

e.
AABCBC

52.
Why is this poem considered to demonstrate a technique known as “reverse personification”?

a.
the rhyme scheme is unique to this form

b.
nature is a basic theme

c.
a human element is generally lacking

d.
the setting of the poem shifts in location from

   
outdoors to indoors
e.
a human assumes a position in nature and the

  
flowers assume a human characteristic
53.
What type of relationship between human and nature is depicted by this poem?

a.
one marked by unity

b.
general conflict

c.
prevailing uncertainty

d.
absolute dependency of one on the other

e.
fundamentally abstract
54.
What form of meter is depicted by poem’s lines?

a.
iambic pentameter

b.
trochaic trimester

c.
dactylic hexameter 

d.
iambic tetrameter 

e.
spondaic tetrameter
55.
The setting of the initial verse is …

a.
on a mountain top

b.
close to an ocean shoreline

c.
near a lake

d.
in generally rugged terrain

e.
not clearly specified 
56.
The narrator assumes a form comparable to …

a.
an animal

b.
a cloud

c.
plant forms

d.
water

e.
another human

57.
In the last verse, the inner eye of the narrator experiences a message from …

a.
clouds

b.
daffodils

c.
the weather

d.
a recently departed friend

e.
an unknown source 

58.
The setting of the final verse is…

a.
in a house

b.
isolated on a hill side

c.
in a public place among a crowd of people

d.
a totally abstract location

e.
not clear from the words of the narrator
In Flanders Fields

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields. 

59.
Flanders Field is …

a.
a cemetery

b.
a sports field

c.
an abandoned battlefield

d.
a popular park

e.
other

60.
The location of Flanders Field is …

a.
France

b.
Belgium

c.
Britain

d.
Sweden

e. 
the United States

61.
The author of the poem is …

a.
Wilfred Owen

b.
Lord Alfred Tennyson

c.
Wallace Stevens

d.
John McCrae

e.
Jean Passerat

62.
A common rhyme scheme of the poem is …

a.
ABABCCDD

b.
AABBCCDD

c.
AABBA

d.
ABCABCDD

e. 
blank verse

63.
The poem was inspired by …

a.
World War I

b.
the American Revolution

c.
the Civil War

d.
World War II

e.
the Korean Conflict

64.
The use of the Poppy is meaningful because they thrive and bloom …

a.
only when rainfall is lacking

b.
when humidity is high

c.
after other flowers in the area have died

d.
once every ten years

e.
during night hours in total darkness

65.
The poppy is also known to symbolize …

a.
death

b.
life

c.
purity

d.
love

e.
sleep
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1.
c



11.
a



21.
e

2.
d



12.
c



22.
a

3.
a



13.
a



23.
e

4.
c



14.
d



24.
c

5.
b



15.
b



25.
a

6.
e



16.
d



26.
c

7.
b



17.
a



27.
a

8.
a



18.
b



28.
d

9.
d



19.
e



29.
b

10.
e



20.
b



30.
d
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31.
d



41.
b
32.
e



42.
c
33.
a



43.
d
34.
d



44.
a
35.
c



45.
c
36.
a



46.
e
37.
d



47.
a
38.
d



48.
d
39.
d



49.
b
40.
b



50.
d
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51.
c



61.
d

52.
e



62.
c

53.
a



63.
a

54.
d



64.
c

55.
c



65.
e

56.
b

57.
b

58.
a

59.
a

60.
b
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