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Literary Criticism
Practice Test One
Part One – Knowledge of Literary History and Critical Terms

1.
The term deuteragonist refers to the role second in importance to the protagonist in _____ drama.

a.
British

b.
Greek

c.
French

d.
Russian

e.
American

2.
Which of the following parts of a classical oration is used to “set forth facts?”

a.
exordium

b.
exposition

c.
confirmation

d.
narration

e.
confutation 

3.
A sailors’ song marked by a strong rhythm and used to accompany certain forms of hard labor is known as …

a.
chantey

b.
hypallage

c.
conspectus

d.
rune

e.
noir

4.
The phrase nihil obstat is Latin for …

a.
never ending

b.
natural purpose

c.
nothing obstructs

d.
new beginning

e.
absent minded

5.
The 1987 Pulitzer Prize for Drama was awarded for the work Fences by …

a.
Marsha Norman

b.
Neil Simon

c.
Paula Vogel

d.
August Wilson

e.
Edward Albee
6.
The Elizabethan Age was immediately followed by the _____ Age.

a.
Victorian

b.
Franciscan

c.
Gilded

d.
Greco Roman 
e.
Jacobean

7.
The Abbey Theatre was located in …

a.
London

b.
Glasgow

c.
Boston

d.
Dublin 

e.
Paris

8.
The phrase chanson de geste refers to a “song of great _____.”

a.
talent

b.
sorrow
c.
deeds

d.
joy

e.
confusion

9.
The term Gothic originated from the _____ tribe known as Goths.

a.
Polish

b.
Italian

c.
French

d.
Irish

e.
German
10.
The Dial was a periodical published in _____ during the early 1840s that served as an organ for New England transcendentalists. 

a.
Boston

b.
New York City

c.
Baltimore

d.
Philadelphia

e.
Richmond

11.
A couplet known as Hudibrastic Verse was adopted by …

a.
William Shakespeare

b.
Samuel Butler

c.
Lewis Carroll

d.
H.G. Wells

e.
Owen Meredith

12.
Brahmins were members of the _____ religion. 

a.
Hindu

b.
Buddhist

c.
Islamic

d.
Jewish

e.
ancient Greek

13.
What is the primary feature of holograph?

a.
it is written in free verse form

b.
the author is normally unknown

c.
it features a blend of prose and poetry

d.
it is completely handwritten

e.
multiple settings are frequent

14.
Based on medieval theology the seven cardinal virtues included all of the following except…

a.
truthfulness

b.
prudence

c.
fortitude

d.
faith

e.
love

15.
The 1997 Nobel Prize for Literature was awarded to Dario Fo of …

a.
Spain

b.
Japan

c.
Portugal

d.
Brazil

e.
Italy

16.
The term foil literally means …

a.
life

b.
diversion

c.
a leaf

d.
destiny

e.
individual

17.
The interchange of position between sounds in

a word is known as …

a.
metathesis
b.
rebus
c.
esperanto
d.
Jeu d’espirit
e.
scazon
18.
A sketch or brief narrative characterized by precision and delicacy.

a.
kenosis

b.
vignette

c.
vorticism

d.
beast epic

e.
discourse

19.
Feminist criticism grew out of the women’s movement that immediately followed …

a.
the American Revolution

b.
the War of 1812

c.
the Civil War

d.
World War II

e.
the Vietnam War

20.
The Greeks and Romans believed The Fates controlled the birth, life, and death of all …

a.
ancient gods

b.
military leaders

c.
humans

d.
artists

e.
government officials

21.
Muses are nine goddesses who preside over various 

departments of art and science. The group includes all of the following EXCEPT …

a. 
Aphrodite

b.
Polyhymnia

c.
Thalia

d.
Calliope

e.
Euterpe

22.
The 1975 Pulitzer Prize for fiction was awarded to _____ for the work The Killer Angels.

a.
John Cheever

b.
Michael Shaara

c.
Saul Bellow

d.
John Updike

e.
Alison Lurie
23.
Calypso is a type of music that originated in …

a.
Russia

b.
South Africa

c.
Portugal

d.
France

e.
the West Indies 

24.
A line of poetry that begins and ends with the same word is known as _____ verse.

a.
serpentine

b.
repetitive 

c.
oblique

d.
burletta

e.
exordium

25.
Parabis was a feature of _____ “old comedy.”

a.
Roman

b.
British

c.
Greek

d.
American

e.
Spanish

26.
Tennyson’s Idylls of the King are …

a.
epyllions

b.
popular ballads

c.
burlettas

d.
deictics

e.
alcaics

27.
A pentastich is a poem or stanza of _____ lines.

a.
3

b.
5

c.
7

d.
8

e.
9

28.
The term breve refers to what type of syllable?

a.
melodious 

b.
lengthy

c.
emotional

d.
lively

e.
short

29.
The 1985 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry was awarded to Carolyn Kizer for the work…

a.
Thomas and Beulah
b.
Collected Poems
c.
Yin
d.
American Primitive
e.
The Wild Iris
30.
The phrase “cloak and sword” has its origins in _____ drama.

a.
Spanish

b.
Greek

c.
Russian

d.
American

e.
Scottish 
Part Two – Reading List

Questions from Beowulf: A New Verse Translation Seamus Heaney.
31.
Hrothgar is an aging _____.

a.
soldier

b.
writer

c.
historian

d.
king

e.
prophet

32.
Whose ship funeral appears early in the work?

a.
Hrothgar

b.
Scyld Scefing

c.
Beowulf

d.
Grendel

e.
Hygd

33.
Where does Beowulf find his “magical giant

sword?”

a.
in an underwater cavern

b.
in the desert

c.
high in a tree

d.
on a lone river bank

e.
in the hand of a stranger

34.
Beowulf becomes king of the _____.

a.
Danes

b.
Goths

c.
Scyldings

d.
Geats

e.
Saxons

35.
Which of the following is a legendary blacksmith?
a.
Weland

b.
Scyld Scefing

c.
Hrothgar

d.
Wiglaf

e.
Hygelac

36.
Who is married to Wealtheow?

a.
Beowulf

b.
Scyld Scefing

c.
Hrothgar

d.
Grendel

e.
Hygd

Questions from Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House
37.
Henrik Ibsen was a major ____ century playwright.

a.
16th
b.
17th
c.
18th
d.
19th
e.
20th
38.
The general theme of A Doll’s House is the role

of _____ in society.

a.
the church

b.
children

c.
money

d.
education

e.
women

39.
Which of the following is a nurse?

a.
Nora

b.
Christine
c.
Anne

d.
Penelope

e.
other

40.
Dr. Rank referred to Nils as _____.

a.
morally diseased

b.
intellectually inferior

c.
energetically predisposed

d.
wealthy without limit

e.
absent a soul

41.
Why did Nora Hilmer secretly borrow a large sum of money?

a.
to send children to private school

b.
to pay legal fines for a former friend

c.
to pay husband’s medical expenses

d.
to secure an elaborate wardrobe

e.
for an extensive vacation 

42.
Nora’s husband is _____.

a.
Nils

b.
Dr. Rank

c.
Torvald

d.
Winthrop

e.
other

Questions from Emily Dickinson Poems
A Bird Came Down the Walk

A Bird came down the Walk—

He did not know I saw—

He bit an Angleworm in halves

And ate the fellow, raw,

And then he drank a Dew

From a convenient Grass—

And then hopped sidewise to the Wall

To let a Beetle pass—

He glanced with rapid eyes

That hurried all around—

They looked like frightened Beads, I thought—

He stirred his Velvet Head

Like one in danger, Cautious,

I offered him a Crumb

And he unrolled his feathers

And rowed him softer home—

Than Oars divide the Ocean,

Too silver for a seam—

Or Butterflies, off Banks of Noon

Leap, plashless as they swim.

43.
The Bird Came Down the Walk uses the _____ form common to several Emily Dickinson poems.

a.
iambic pentameter

b.
blank verse

c.
iambic bimeter

d.
iambic decimeter

e.
iambic trimester

44.
The rhyme scheme most closely followed in The Bird Came Down the Walk is _____.

a.
ABABCC

b.
ABCB

c.
ABCDABCD

d.
ABABCCDD

e.
other

45.
Which of the following is an attribute BEST captured by the last verse?

a.
fluidity

b.
anger

c.
darkness

d.
knowledge

e.
seasons

46.
Which of the following comments BEST describes the essence of The Bird Came Down the Walk?

a.
nature has little to offer

b.
in nature there is no fear

c.
the narrator frightens the bird

d.
seasons are a dominant force

e.
mystery of creation is revealed

47. 
The bird’s thirst is quenched by _____.

a.
rain


b.
the stream

c.
snow

d.
human sharing

e.
dew

48.
During the early years of Emily Dickinson’s education she was prolific in the study of _____

a.
philosophy

b.
history

c.
botany

d.
literature

e.
music

49.
During her youth, Emily Dickinson missed school frequently because_____.

a.
of illness

b.
she was employed full time

c.
her family moved often

d.
she had to care for siblings

e.
there were few qualified teachers in her area

50.
Emily Dickinson’s father was elected _____.

a.
as mayor of Springfield

b.
as Lt. governor of Massachusetts

c.
to the United States Senator

d.
as his state’s attorney general

e.
to the United States House of Representatives

Part three – Ability in literary criticism

III. The Dead by Rupert Brooke

Blow out, you bugles, over the rich Dead!
There's none of these so lonely and poor of old,
But, dying, has made us rarer gifts than gold
These laid the world away; poured out the red
Sweet wine of youth; gave up the years to be
Of work and joy, and that unhoped serene,
That men call age; and those who would have been,
Their sons, they gave, their immortality.
Blow, bugles, blow! They brought us, for our dearth,
Holiness, lacked so long, and Love, and Pain.
Honour has come back, as a king, to earth,
And paid his subjects with a royal wage;
And Nobleness walks in our ways again;
And we have come into our heritage.

51.
This poem, in addition to several others by the poet, was written with regard to …

a.
the French Revolution

b.
the Peloponnesian War

c.
the American Civil War

d.
World War I

e.
World War II 

52.
This poem was part of a short collection of …

a.
epics

b.
soliloquies

c.
sonnets

d.
narratives

e.
limericks

53.
Brooke’s personal war experience consisted of


_____ of military action.

a.
one day

b.
one month

c.
two years

d.
twenty years

e.
he did not serve in the military

54.
Brookes is frequently criticized for his overly _____ view of war.

a.
realistic

b.
romantic

c.
historical

d.
political

e.
skeptical

55.
An obituary for Brookes was written by …

a.
Walt Whitman

b.
Charles de Gaulle

c.
Franklin Roosevelt

d.
Winston Churchill

e.
Abraham Lincoln

56.
The rhyme scheme for the first verse of this poem is

a.
ABABCDCD

b.
ABCABCDDEE

c.
AABBCCDDE

d.
ABABCCDD

e.
ABBACCDE

57.
The overall theme of this poem is often described as

a.
the importance of social justice

b.
the relevance of order

c.
payment and reward

d.
truth and honesty

e.
cruelty of life

58.
The initial three lines of the poem imply that the dead are rich not only because of “gifts of gold” but also because of …

a.
wealth associated with youth

b.
the manner in which they died

c.
of the nature of their cause

d.
their connection with royalty

e.
important military victories
The Lamb

Little lamb, who made thee?
Dost thou know who made thee?
Gave thee life, and bid thee feed
By the stream and o'er the mead;
Gave thee clothing of delight,
Softest clothing, woolly, bright;
Gave thee such a tender voice,
Making all the vales rejoice?
Little lamb, who made thee?
Dost thou know who made thee?

Little lamb, I'll tell thee,
Little lamb, I'll tell thee:
He is called by thy name,
For He calls Himself a Lamb.
He is meek, and He is mild;
He became a little child.
I a child, and thou a lamb,
We are called by His name.
Little lamb, God bless thee!
Little lamb, God bless thee!

59.
The author of the poem is …

a.
Robert Browning

b.
Ann Bradstreet

c.
Lewis Carroll

d.
William Blake

e.
Lord Byron

60.
In addition to being a poet, the author was also a(n)

a.
painter

b.
political writer

c.
biblical scholar

d.
explorer

e.
diplomat

61.
The rhyme scheme of the first verse is …

a.
ABABCDCD

b.
ABCABC

c.
AABBCCDDAA

d.
AABBAABB

e.
blank verse

62. The theme of this poem is in contrast to another work by the author entitled…

a.
The Angel
b.
A Little Girl Lost
c.
A Dream

d.
The Sick Rose

e.
The Tiger
63.
The poem was published in a book entitled _____ created in 1789.

a.
Songs of Innocence
b.
Voices from Life
c.
Creations of God
d.
Journeys of Destiny
e.
Sorrow and Joy
64.
The author reportedly disliked …

a.
political authority

b.
scientific investigation

c.
contemporary works of literature

d.
religion

e.
family members

65.
The author was born into and lived most of his life in …

a.
a wealthy family

b.
a military environment

c.
nobility

d.
poverty

e.
a British colonial settlement
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1.
b



11.
b



21.
a

2.
d



12.
a



22.
b

3.
a



13.
d



23.
d

4.
c



14.
a



24.
a

5.
d



15.
e



25.
c

6.
e



16.
c



26.
a

7.
d



17.
a



27.
b

8.
c



18.
b



28.
e

9.
e



19.
d



29.
c

10.
a



20.
c



30.
a
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31.
d



41.
c
32.
c



42.
c
33.
a



43.
e
34.
d



44.
b
35.
a



45.
a
36.
c



46.
c
37.
d



47.
e
38.
e



48.
c
39.
b



49.
a
40.
a



50.
e
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51.
d



61.
c

52.
c



62.
e

53.
a



63.
a

54.
b



64.
b

55.
d



65.
d

56.
e

57.
c

58.
b

59.
d

60.
e
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